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United States, Peru Sign Agreement to Accelerate

 Economic Growth and Entrepreneurship

Officials Hail New Phase of Digital Freedom Initiative in Peru 

The United States and Peru today signed an agreement to strengthen the implementation of the Digital Freedom Initiative (DFI) in Peru.  The DFI is a White House initiative led by the U.S. Commerce Department’s Technology Administration.  The goal of the DFI is to promote economic growth by transferring the benefits of information and communication technology to entrepreneurs and small businesses in the developing world.  The DFI has been rolled out in four countries including Peru, Senegal, Jordan and Indonesia. 

“As President Bush often says, an important role of government is to help create the conditions for economic growth, creativity and innovation to prosper,” said Dan Caprio, Deputy Assistant Secretary for Technology Policy and Chief Privacy Officer for the Department of Commerce. “We are very hopeful that the added flexibility of the new phase of DFI Peru will enable more businesses and entrepreneurs to become involved and enable more people to benefit from information and communication technologies.”

The new phase of DFI Peru is more responsive to U.S. business interests by encouraging and backing business initiatives in new and existing partner countries committed to pro-competitive telecom policy and regulatory reform. The new phase supports developing nations that pursue policy and regulatory reform and create a legal framework that sustains the information and communications (ICT) sector in the long-term.

Ambassador to Peru J. Curtis Struble and Peruvian Minister of Production David Lemor signed the MOU.  “We are pleased that this initiative has been welcomed and embraced by the Government of Peru, the private sector in both countries and an excellent network of volunteers,” said Ambassador Struble.

Peru became a member of DFI in October 2003.  The DFI was designed to help developing countries fully utilize information and communication technologies, enable local innovation and entrepreneurship and enhance economic growth through volunteer-led business assistance, skills transfer, capacity building and a focus on legal and regulatory reform.  The key to the success of DFI is building partnerships between U.S. and Peruvian businesses, non-governmental organizations, technical experts, and government ministries.  Examples of current and planned DFI activities in Peru are provided in Annex I of the MOU and can be found at www.technology.gov.
Peruvian government ministries participating in the DFI include the Ministry of Production, the Office of the President of the Council of Ministers, and the Ministry of Transport and Communications.  The U.S. Government agencies involved with DFI Peru include the Commerce Department, the U.S. Department of State; the U.S. Agency for International Development; the Small Business Administration; the USA Freedom Corps and the Peace Corps.  Additional information about the Digital Freedom Initiative is available at http://www.dfi.gov/ and http://www.technology.gov/International/DFI.htm.

